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the time when new educational facilities were
not yet fully established. The religion is
very largely Roman Catholic. The Univer-
sity of Havana is at the head of the system
of education. One good secondary school is
maintained by the government in each of the
six provinces; there are nearly 4,000 free
public schools and 400 private schools.
Surface and Drainage, The Copper
Mountains traverse the island from east to
west and form a low watershed, varying from
110 to 400 feet in altitude. The highest peak
is Pico Torquinos, which has an altitude of
8,320 feet. From each side of the watershed
the surface slopes gradually to the coast,
forming undulating, well-watered plains,
 August are the hottest months. The average
annual rainfall at Havana is sixty inches,
and, with few exceptions, the entire island
has an abundance of rain for all agricultural
purposes; in some sections it reaches 100
inches. Only a few small areas in the in-
terior require irrigation. In the highlands
the climate is generally healthful, but in the
lowlands much sickness prevails, although
recent experience seems to indicate that this
is due more to the unsanitary condition of
the country than to the climate.
Mineral Resources. Deposits of coal,
copper, gold, silver, and iron are found
particularly in the district surrounding San-
tiago de Cuba. Copper has been mined in
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covered with luxuriant forests and planta-
tions. Numerous lagoons and salt marshes
occur in the lowlands along the coast. The
irregularity of the coast line provides a
number of good harbors, but in many places
the coast is low and rocky and the water is
shallow.
The island has about 200 streams large
enough to be called rivers, but they are all
short, and only a few are navigable. The
Bio Cauto, which is the largest, admits of
the passage of boats for sixty miles. There
are only a few small lakes, but the large salt
water lagoons on the north side resemble
lakes.
Climate. Cuba has a tropical climate. The
mean annual temperature-is 78°, and the
seldom exceeds 88*', July and
 is
the mountains with profit; iron ore
shipped from Santiago to the United States,
the annual shipment amounting to about
30,000 tons. Asphalt is obtained in the Bay
of Cardenas, and considerable salt is pro-
cured in other localities. The other mineral
deposits are not of sufficient extent to war-
rant working*
Agriculture. The island is covered with
a luxuriant growth of vegetation. Flowers,
grasses and many varieties of herbaceous
plants are found on the lowlands, while the
mountains to their summits are clothed with
heavy forests, containing mahogany, ebony,
rosewood, granadilla, cedar, live-oak and
other valuable timber.
The soil and climate are favorable to agri-
Culture, which is the leading industry. Pre-

